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Pioneering the healthcare transformation 

Advocacy and agenda setting activities: 

• Personalised Medicine Committee at MoH (2017) 

• e-Health Agency (2019) 

• health priorities of Romania at Presidency of the Council of the EU (digital 

medicine, cancer) 

• Innovation Fund (2017-2019) 

• HepC elimination National Plan (2017-2019) 
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perfect hurricane? 



Health Statistics and Informatics 

Global projections for selected causes, 2004 to 2030 

Updated from Mathers and Loncar, PLoS Medicine, 2006 
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Source: Global Trends in Oncology Report by IQVIA  
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• Mismatch between the rising burden of disease and a roughly flat spend on cancer care reflective of a sluggish 

economic recovery and tightening funding constraints 

 

• There are inconsistencies in prioritisation of cancer care on the public policy agenda despite the prevailing 

disease burden and amplitude of future challenges 

 

• Late diagnosis 

 

• There is a lack of readiness in healthcare systems to adjust to the rate and type of innovation in cancer 

treatment (e.g. multi-indication medicines, combinations, personalised medicine) 

 

• Inequalities in access add to the burden of disease, and there are large differences in terms of access to and 

availability of new cancer treatments across the European Union 

 

• There is a disconnect between regulatory and HTA / pricing & reimbursement procedures and restrictive HTA 

value assessment frameworks 

 

• There are growing disparities in care delivery and outcomes within and across countries  

 

• There is a very diverse and fragmented environment for oncology data in Europe 

Key challenges for cancer in the EU 

Source: EFPIA campaign “We won’t rest until cancer is nothing to fear” 



Cancer: heterogeneous environment 



• A vision for every citizen and every cancer patient 

 

• A vision at the health system level 

EU Cancer Plan: Data, Technology and Human Touch 

Our goal is to promote a visionary EU Plan on Cancer based on human touch, data, technology and 

modelling approach that empowers citizens. 

 

Various initiatives including the EU Master Plan to Fight Against Cancer and the German Decade against 

Cancer could provide a strong framework for this vision. (Weber, 2018) 

 

At the centre of our vision is the citizen/patient and the need for a true personalised approach for prevention, 

early detection, diagnosis and treatment of cancer. Every citizen/patient is unique and deserves the best 

possible healthcare but this is not always possible due to heterogeneity of the disease (every cancer is 

unique) and the heterogeneity of the health systems. 



EU Cancer Plan: Data, Technology and Human Touch 

Digital Twins Learning and literate health systems 



Implementation of the vision 

Horizon Europe 
• European Innovation Council 

• Mission on Cancer 
 

European Commission has proposed to establish the European 

Innovation Council (EIC) as one of the key novelties of the new EU 

programme for Research and Innovation, Horizon Europe (2021-2027). 

The EIC will be a one-stop shop to bring the most promising ideas from 

lab to real world application and support the most innovative start-ups 

and companies in scaling up their ideas.  

 

Cancer is one of the 5 Missions proposed by the European 

Commission for Horizon Europe. 

Voluntary cooperation of Member States 
 

At Member States level, political will is also very important for the implementation of the 

vision. Voluntary cooperation of Member States driven by European Commission should 

be reinforced on the following initiatives, as a background for a common action on cancer 

at EU level: 

• E-health Network 

• European Network of Cancer Registries 

• Million European Genome Analysis Project 

• Declaration of cooperation on Artificial Intelligence 

• European Network for Health Technology 

Assessment  

• International Consortium for Personalised Medicine 



Croatia to follow us next year 


